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University of Minnesota, Morris Scholastic Committee 
Minutes #9, February 3, 2010 
 
The Scholastic Committee met at 9:15 a.m. on February 3, 2010 in the Behmler Conference Room. 
Members present: C.Cole,  A. Earl, J.Goodnough, S.Haugen, D.Magner, B.McQuarrie (Chair), J.Nellis, 
J.Ratliff-Crain, A.Raymond, J.Schryver, C.Strand.    
 
1. The Minutes of January 28 were approved. 
 
2.  B. Suspension, Issues 5, 6, 7 
5. Should students who have been suspended (by any campus) be allowed to take Continuing 
Education courses?  CE courses are currently only on-line and summer.  
 
6. Should this really only apply to degree-seeking students?  
 
7. 14 credit or 15 credit limit for probation.  
 
B.(5) The FAQ section on the UM policy page states: 
•  Can a student who is suspended enroll in courses at the University of Minnesota 
during the suspension period?  
No, students who are suspended may not enroll in courses at the University of Minnesota 
until their suspension is complete. At the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities the 
suspension period also includes not being eligible to enroll in courses offered through the 
College of Continuing Education (CCE). 
Several non-academic reasons (students locked into leases, no Community Colleges located near Morris, 
or the small number of on-line courses available elsewhere) have been used as justification to allow 
suspended students to take classes through UMM Continuing Education.  Students take one or two 
courses over the summer or online to raise their GPA just enough to rescind suspension.  This creates a 
false sense of security, and the students take a full load during the subsequent semester, do not 
successfully complete it, and suspension is reinstated.  The loophole does not help anyone.     
 
Scholastic Committee approved compliance with the University Senate policy, which includes:   
Consequences of suspension. When suspended, a student is no longer in the program and cannot 
register for any University courses for at least one full academic year. All colleges and campuses at 
the University must recognize the probationary holds and will not allow students, including non-
degree seeking students, with these holds to register without the approval of the college placing the 
hold. 
Students suspended by any campus of the University of Minnesota will not be allowed to take Continuing 
Education classes at UMM.  Make clear in the FAQ that Morris should be listed along with Twin Cities 
(Clare will follow up). 
 
B.(6) Should this really apply only to degree-seeking students?  Scholastic Committee approved the 
following editorial change to the UMM Catalog, moving UMM into compliance with the Senate Policy 
on Academic Probation and Suspension: 
 
All degree-seeking students must maintain both a 2.00 cumulative GPA and a 2.00 term GPA to 
be in good standing. Post Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) students and nondegree 
candidates are exempt from this requirement. 
 
B. (7) 14 credit or 15 credit limit for probation.  For most students placed on probation, taking too many 
credits per term is the biggest factor.  Consequently, the probation hold includes a credit limit on the 
student’s next registration.  Issues: 
1. Students enrolled for the following term midway through the current term.  Assigning the 
probation hold happens at the end of the current term, but we cannot unenroll the student, so the 
credits cannot be limited in the system at the optimum semester.  Example: 
• October 2009 Student enrolls for Spring 2010 
• December 2009 student is placed on probation, but student is already registered for spring 
1020 so the effective date is Fall 2010. 
Discussion of the appropriate limit or range of credits: 
• The University encourages graduation in 4 years, which requires at least 15 credits each term 
• Success for a student in academic jeopardy is often reliant on a reduced credit load 
Discussion will continue once data on credit loads of students who are on probation is gathered. 
 
 
  
 
    
 
 
 
